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• Presentation

• Where taxes are spent

• Relationship between assessed value and property tax

• Listening Session

• Resident Priorities

• Financial Suggestions

• Engagement Opportunities

• Process

Agenda



Allocation of taxes among taxing jurisdictions
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Madison College
3.7%

Village of DeForest
31.0%

DeForest Area School 
District
50.1%

Dane County
15.2%

TAX LEVY FOR 2024
Madison College 1,269,390$              
Village of DeForest 10,791,677$           
DeForest Area School District 17,413,637$           
Dane County 5,285,636$              
2024 Tax Levy 34,760,340$           
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				Apportioned Levy						Apportioned Levy

		Madison College		$   1,079,058				Dane County		$   4,493,107

		Dane County		$   4,493,107				Madison College		$   1,079,058

		DeForest Area School District		$   14,802,635				DeForest Area School District		$   14,802,635

		Future Benefits		$   15,000				Village of DeForest		$   9,173,571

		Equipment Replacement		$   90,000				2024 Tax Levy		$   29,548,371

		General Fund		$   5,949,270

		Community Center		$   309,042

		Promotions and Events		$   130,000

		Debt Service		$   2,680,259

		2024 Tax Levy		$   29,548,371



				Amount Levied		School Tax Credit		Net Tax Levy

		County		5,746,370.88		(460,734.69)		5,285,636.19

		Local		11,732,358.00		(940,681.41)		10,791,676.59

		School		18,931,536.84		(1,517,899.88)		17,413,636.96

		Tech		1,380,039.31		(110,649.31)		1,269,390.00

				37,790,305.03		(3,029,965.29)		34,760,339.74

		Madison College		$   1,269,390

		Village of DeForest		$   10,791,677

		DeForest Area School District		$   17,413,637

		Dane County		$   5,285,636

		2024 Tax Levy		$   34,760,340





TAX LEVY FOR 2024



[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]



[CATEGORY NAME]
[PERCENTAGE]







Madison College	Village of DeForest	DeForest Area School District	Dane County	1269389.9991564895	10791676.587620996	17413636.958905648	5285636.1943168677	
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				2024 ADOPTED BUDGET		REVENUES		TAX LEVY						2024 ADOPTED BUDGET

		EXPENDITURES & OTHER USES										OTHER TAXES

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT		1,271,554.00		(1,777,522.00)		(505,968.00)		100-41180-000		Omitted Property Tax

		POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY		3,405,005.00		(98,800.00)		3,306,205.00		100-41200-000		Excise Tax Refund (Fuel)		(3,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		FIRE & EMS DISTRICT		734,028.00		- 0		734,028.00		100-41310-000		In Lieu of Tax-Public Utility		(381,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		PUBLIC WORKS		1,554,170.00		(621,250.00)		932,920.00		100-41320-000		In Lieu of Tax-Tax Exempt		(95,750.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES		959,554.00		(184,325.00)		775,229.00				TOTAL TAXES		(479,750.00)

		LIBRARY		1,138,245.00		(441,150.00)		697,095.00				

		COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT		291,061.00		(281,300.00)		9,761.00				INTERGOVERNMENTAL

		    SUBTOTAL		9,353,617.00		(3,404,347.00)		5,949,270.00		100-43199-000		Federal; Other Grants

										100-43210-000		STATE; Shared Revenue		(468,041.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-43211-000		STATE; Expenditure Restraint		(141,997.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-43212-000		STATE; Exempt Computer Aid		(27,855.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-43212-100		STATE; Exempt Per. Prop. Aid		(64,241.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-43212-200		STATE; Cable Fee Aid		(24,371.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-43213-000		STATE; PD Training Reimb.		(2,800.00)		POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY

										100-43215-000		STATE; General Transportation		(600,000.00)		PUBLIC WORKS

		EXPENDITURES & OTHER USES								100-43216-000		STATE; Recycling Grant		(17,000.00)		PUBLIC WORKS

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Village Board		135,890						100-43217-000		STATE; Muni. Service Payment		(2,500.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Judicial		121,311						100-43310-000		COUNTY; Library Aid Payment		(313,602.00)		LIBRARY

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Administration		723,694						100-43311-000		COUNTY; Library Facilities		(79,851.00)		LIBRARY

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Elections		34,895								TOTAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL		(1,742,258.00)

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Legal		100,000								

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Insurance		31,694								LICENSES AND PERMITS

		GENERAL GOVERNMENT Other		124,070						100-44510-000		Alcohol License Fees		(14,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY		3,405,005		(98,800)				100-44511-000		Operator License Fees		(6,500.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		FIRE & EMS DISTRICT		734,028		- 0				100-44512-000		Cigarette Permit Fees		(1,300.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		PUBLIC WORKS		1,554,170		(621,250)				100-44513-000		Direct Seller Permit Fees		(800.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES		959,554		(184,325)				100-44514-000		Cable TV - Franchise Fee		(96,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		LIBRARY		1,138,245		(441,150)				100-44515-000		Dog License Fees		(3,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

		COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT		291,061		(281,300)				100-44560-000		Building Permit Fees		(248,000.00)		COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

		    SUBTOTAL		9,353,617		(3,404,347)				100-44561-000		Planning & Zoning Fees		(20,000.00)		COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

										100-44562-000		ETZ; Planning & Zoning Fees		(3,000.00)		COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

										100-44563-000		Erosion Control Permit Fees		(10,300.00)		COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

										100-44564-000		Misc. Fees and Permits		(800.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

												TOTAL LICENSES AND PERMITS		(403,700.00)

												

												FINES, FOREFITURES AND PENALTIES

										100-45510-000		COURT; Fines & Forfeitures		(120,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

												TOTAL FINES, FOREFITURES AND PENALTIES		(120,000.00)

												

												PUBLIC CHARGES FOR SERVICES

										100-46510-000		ADMIN; Copies/Searches		(18,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-46520-000		PD; Accdnt Rpts/Copies/Other		(1,000.00)		POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY

										100-46530-000		STS; Equipment Rental/Labor		(800.00)		PUBLIC WORKS

										100-46531-000		GARB; Garbage Collection		(950.00)		PUBLIC WORKS

										100-46532-000		GARB; Garbage Cart Repl.		(500.00)		PUBLIC WORKS

										100-46540-540		LIB; Fines Collected		(10,000.00)		LIBRARY

										100-46550-550		REC; Program Enrollment		(161,500.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-46551-550		REC; Softball Diamond Fees		(1,500.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-46552-550		REC; Ticket Sales		(500.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-46554-555		PARKS; Rental		(17,500.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-46556-555		PARKS; Non-Res Dog Park Fee		(350.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

												TOTAL PUBLIC CHARGES FOR SERVICES		(212,600.00)

												

												INTERGOVERNMENTAL CHARGES

										100-47510-000		COURT; Town of Windsor Fees		(20,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-47520-000		PD; School Liaison Officer		(80,000.00)		POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY

										100-47540-540		LIB; SB 420 Reimb.		(33,697.00)		LIBRARY

												TOTAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL CHARGES		(133,697.00)

												INVESTMENT INCOME

										100-48100-000		Interest on Investments		(200,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

												TOTAL INVESTMENT INCOME		(200,000.00)

												

												MISCELLANEOUS INCOME

										100-48520-815		PD; Sale of Equipment/Other		(15,000.00)		POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY

										100-48530-000		Village Facil. Rental to Util.		(79,367.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

										100-48531-815		STS; Sale of Equipment/Other		(2,000.00)		PUBLIC WORKS

										100-48540-540		LIB; Sale of Materials		(2,000.00)		LIBRARY

										100-48541-540		LIB; Rent of Library Space		(2,000.00)		LIBRARY

										100-48550-550		REC; Sponsorships & Donations		(1,500.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-48552-000		PARKS; Miscellaneous		(250.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-48555-000		PARKS; Land Rent (Comm Garden)		(1,225.00)		PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES

										100-48599-000		Miscellaneous Revenues		(5,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT

												TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS INCOME		(108,342.00)

										100-49220-990		TRANSFERS IN		(4,000.00)		GENERAL GOVERNMENT
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Where do your municipal taxes go

GENERAL GOVERNMENT
10.1%

POLICE DEPARTMENT & OTHER 
PUBLIC SAFETY

27.1%

FIRE & EMS DISTRICT
5.8%

PUBLIC WORKS
12.4%

PARKS, REC. & NATURAL RESOURCES
7.6%

LIBRARY
9.0%

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
2.3%

FUTURE BENEFITS
0.1%

COMMUNITY CENTER
2.5%

PROMOTION & EVENTS
1.0%

EQUIPMENT 
REPLACEMENT

0.7%

DEBT SERVICE
21.3%

2024 VILLAGE BUDGET



Relationship 
between 

assessed value 
and 

property tax



Total Assessed Value on 1/1/2022

$1,763,892,100

2023 Budget = $11,093,793
Mill Rate = $6.29

Total Assessed Value on 1/1/2023

2024 Budget = $11,732,358
Mill Rate = $5.96

$1,889,175,378
= 7.1% increase

Budget Increase of $638,565  (5.8%)
Provided by new growth = $473,237

Provided by existing properties = $165,328 

$79,402,222 in new growth+



Assessed Value 
on 1/1/2022

$               200,000 

$               300,000 

$               400,000 

$               500,000 

$           1,000,000 

Assessed Value 
on 1/1/2023

$               214,200 

$               321,300 

$               428,400 

$               535,500 

$           1,071,000 

2022 Local Tax 
Mill Rate = $6.29

$                   1,258 

$                   1,887 

$                   2,516 

$                   3,145 

$                   6,290 

2023 Local Tax 
Mill Rate = $5.96

Average 
Increase $

Average 
Increase %

$                   1,277 $                19 1.5%

$                   1,915 $                28 1.5%

$                   2,553 $                37 1.5%

$                   3,192 $                47 1.5%

$                   6,383 $                93 1.5%



Comparisons
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5.96

7.09
6.72

6.09
5.53

5.99
5.29

6.34

4.53
5.04

4.18

Village of
DeForest

Village of
Cottage

Grove

City of
Fitchburg

Village of
McFarland

City of
Middleton

City of
Monona

Village of
Oregon

City of Sun
Prairie

City of
Verona

Village of
Waunakee

Village of
Windsor

Municipal Mill Rates – Dane County (per $1,000)



Comparisons
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$403,916 

$450,456 
$478,463 

$457,722 

$558,713 

$449,094 $451,983 

$404,189 

$563,446 
$543,228 

$479,214 

DeForest Cottage
Grove

Fitchburg McFarland Middleton Monona Oregon Sun Prairie Verona Waunakee Windsor

Median Home Value (Fair Market - Zillow Home Value Index)
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DeForest Windsor Waunakee

Tax Comparison
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Tax Comparison

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 15,136,705 8,193,376 19,558,482 

Non-Tax Revenues (3,404,347) (2,314,948) (4,636,074)

Budget Need 11,732,358 5,878,428 14,922,408 

Taxes to be collected 11,732,358 5,822,877 14,447,086 

Assessed Value 1,968,577,600 1,423,448,468 2,866,398,600 

Mill Rate 5.96 4.09 5.04
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• To provide all residents a high quality of life while maintaining DeForest’s “small town feel” and high degree 
of social connectedness.

• To provide visitors and travelers the opportunity to visit DeForest through unique tourism attractions and 
cool / creative events.

• To provide existing residents and potential newcomers a variety of housing products and an excellent 
school district in a safe and family-friendly community.

• To provide employers and businesses with high quality utilities and public services and easy access to 
multiple transportation corridors.

• To provide developers and businesses with land and attraction tools and a highly responsive Village staff 
and a streamlined development process.

• To provide all people in DeForest with a healthy and high quality of life through an exceptional trail system 
and stewardship of natural resources like the Yahara River.

Strategic Goals and Objectives
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• Salaries

• Public Services

• Recreation

• Library

• Fire & EMS

• Public Safety

• PD Collective Bargaining

• Fire & EMS budget

• Senior and Community Center 5%

Budget Impacts
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• Health Insurance 8-10%

• Dental – no change (last year expected 4-7%)

• Information Technology - $60,000 increase (50%)

Budget Impacts
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• Preliminary  2024 Equalized Value will be released August 1.

• Preliminary Net New Construction will be released August 1.

• Preliminary Expenditure Restraint Program limits will be released 

on September 15.

Budget Impacts
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